DOCKET NO: 9559-001-27 
TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

GUN HOLSTER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to gun holsters. In particular, the present invention 
relates to holsters for handguns that may be worn on the body without impeding the 
activities of the wearer and in a location where the gun is always quickly and easily 
accessible to the wearer. 

Discussion of the Background 

Holsters used for carrying hand guns on the body of a person, whether 
concealed or not ? are well-known and should require no extensive description. 
Generally, a holster may be simply described as a carrying case for a gun. Most 
commonly, holsters are made of leather or a like material in the form of an 
enlarged pocket. Holsters are generally, although not necessarily, attached to the 
waist or shoulder portions of the body of the user by means of a belt or a shoulder 
strap or harness. Oftentimes a holster is provided with a closure strap or flap that 
may be secured over the top or opening of the holster pocket and the handgrip 
portion of the gun carried therein in various ways such as, for example, by means 
of a snap fastener. Such closure straps or flaps are provided to prevent 
unintentional dislodgement of the handgun from the holster. 

A disadvantage of a holster attached to the waist or shoulder is its 
usefulness when a law enforcement officer or the like wearing the holster is caught 



off guard. If such person is forced to put his or her hands on the head, he or she 
cannot quickly and easily access a concealed gun under the arm or around the 
waist. 

There is a need for a device for securing a handgun that meets all of the 
exigencies of use that may be encountered in police, security or other law 
enforcement or military activity while avoiding the encumbrances of conventional 
holsters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. lis a rear view of a holster in accordance with the present invention as 

worn; 

FIG. 2 is a front view thereof; and 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view of the front of the holster. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a primary object of the present invention to provide a novel device for 
carrying a handgun on a user's back. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a device for carrying a 
handgun that offers optimum concealability of the handgun while simultaneously 
offering quick and easy access to the gun. 

The above and other objects of the present invention will become more 
apparent from a reading of the following detailed description of the invention and 
in conjunction with the figures and the appended claims. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises a sheath of flexible material adapted to 
accommodate a handgun and a harness adapted to fit over the shoulders of the 
wearer. The sheath generally extends across the upper back of the wearer, roughly 
between the wearer's shoulder blades, such that the handgun is readily accessible 
to the wearer upon reaching back over his or her shoulder to quickly and easily 
withdraw the gun from the holster. In a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the harness comprises a first pair of straps, each extending over opposite 
shoulders from the top of the sheath, and a second pair of straps, each of which 
extends under opposite arms of the wearer from the bottom of the sheath. 

The present invention is best illustrated in FIG. 1 , which shows a person 
wearing the gun holster of the present invention. The gun holster of the present 
invention depicted therein, and designated generally by reference numeral 10, is 
viewed from the rear with the jacket of the wearer removed and the arms of the 
wearer slightly extended to show how the harness 11 of the present invention 
contours to the body of the wearer and attaches to a sheath 12 of flexible material 
that supports a retaining cavity 13 and holds the holster close to the body of the 
wearer. 

The holster of the present invention is adapted to position a handgun at the 
upper back and, preferably, between the shoulder blades, of the wearer. The 
holster shown is that worn by a right-handed person. For a left-handed person, the 
stitching (indicated by dotted lines in FIGS. 1-3) for securing the handgun in place 
would be reversed. 



Sheath 12 is positioned across the upper back of the wearer and is 
supported by straps that will be described in more detail later. As seen in FIG. 1, 
sheath 12 extends horizontally across the upper portion of the wearer's back, 
preferably from shoulder blade to shoulder blade. Sheath 12 is made of any 
suitable flexible material, preferably elastic or an elastic-like material, so that it 
remains close to the body of the wearer. Sheath 12 is preferably about four to five 
inches wide and is roughly rectangular in shape. Sheath 12 joins the straps in the 
vicinity of the shoulder blades of the wearer. 

Holster 10 includes a retaining cavity 13 in which a portion of a gun, when 
holstered, rests. Retaining cavity 13 is formed by sheath 12 and a layer of flexible 
material 14 overlaying and affixed to sheath 12, preferably in the center of sheath 
12 and, therefore, in the center of the wearer's back between the wearer's shoulder 
blades. The layer of flexible material may be elastic or an elastic-like material. 
Retaining cavity 13 is positioned on and supported by sheath 12. An opening 15 is 
provided between sheath 12 and the layer of elastic material 14 for easy receipt and 
removal of the handgun held therein. Preferably, opening 15 is cut away for easier 
access to the handgun. 

Holster 10 is of conventional construction and is made of any suitable 
flexible material. Preferably, the holster is also made of elastic or an elastic-like 
material. More preferably, sheath 12, retaining cavity 13 and layer 14 are made 
from the same material. Retaining cavity 13 is shaped and sized to the particular 
handgun being carried. Stitching may be used to secure the handgun therein in 
place. As previously noted, the holster of the present invention is shown as worn 



by a right-handed person. For a left-handed person, the placement of the gun in the 
holster and, therefore, the stitching for securing the handgun, would be reversed. If 
desired, a holder 16, also made from any suitable elastic or elastic-like material, for 
an extra magazine 17 may also be attached to sheath 12, also preferably by 
5 stitching. This is clearly illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3. 

The holster of the present invention is preferably designed so that the 
handgun held within is positioned at an angle to the vertical, generally about 20 to 
30 degrees. This positioning facilitates grasping and removing of the gun by its 
handle. 

10 io As previously noted, harness 11 supports sheath 12. Harness 11 comprises 

a first pair of straps, namely right shoulder strap 20 and left shoulder strap 21, and 
in a second pair of straps, namely right armpit strap 30 and left armpit strap 31. 

* Shoulder straps 20, 21 are adapted to lie on the respective shoulders of the 

;W wearer. Shoulder straps 20, 21 generally extend from a region in the vicinity of 

f 2 1 5 and slightly above the breast of the wearer, over the tops of the wearer' s shoulders 
and to the region of the shoulder blade of the wearer where shoulder straps 20, 21 
attach to sheath 12. The posterior ends 22, 23 of shoulder straps 20, 21 are 
attached to the upper edge of sheath 12. Preferably, shoulder straps 20, 21 are 
fixedly attached to sheath 12 such as by stitching. Shoulder straps 20, 21 are 
20 preferably made from leather or other strong flexible material. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the present invention as viewed from the front of the 
wearer with the wearer's jacket again removed. As shown therein, shoulder straps 
20, 21 have their anterior ends 24, 25 attached to the respective anterior ends 32, 
33 of armpit straps 30, 31 at a region in the vicinity of and slightly above the breast 

-5- 



of the wearer. Shoulder straps 20, 21 are preferably fixedly attached to armpit 
straps 30, 31 such as by stitching. Armpit straps 30, 31 extend beneath the armpits 
of the wearer at the respective shoulder strap shoulder. Armpit straps 30, 31 are 
preferably elasticized for comfort and easy adjustment. Armpit straps 30, 31 are, 
therefore, preferably made from a flexible material such as elastic or other similar 
material. 

The posterior ends 34, 35 of armpit straps 30, 31 are attached to the lower 
edge of sheath 12. Preferably, armpit straps 30, 31 are releasably attached to 
sheath 12 such that the lengths of armpit straps 30, 31 may be adjusted. In such an 
embodiment, armpit straps 30, 31 include adjustment means for adjusting their 
lengths. For example, armpit straps 30, 31 may be attached to sheath 12 by 
cooperating hook and loop material such as VELCRO® for the desired easy 
adjustment. In such an embodiment, posterior ends 34, 35 of armpit straps 30, 31 
each have a strip of releasably securable fastener material (not shown) for mating 
securement with corresponding strips of releasably securable fastener material 40, 
41 on sheath 12. In the alternative, armpit straps 30, 31 may be attached to sheath 
12 by stitching. In this embodiment, armpit straps 30, 31 are not adjustable and, 
therefore, various sizes of the holster and harness assembly of the present invention 
may be manufactured. 

With straps adjusted to fit the chest and shoulder regions of the wearer, 
holster 13 is held snugly against the upper back of the wearer and positioned with 
no tendency to flop around when the wearer moves. The present invention, being 
constructed of leather and elastic, or other flexible material, allows the wearer to 



walk, run or twist his or her shoulders in extreme movements without dislodging 
gun or assembly itself. 

Additionally, the present invention is designed to avoid any bulge visibility 
through the wearer's jacket at the shoulder line and across the upper back, thereby 
facilitating concealment of the handgun. 

The positioning of the present invention on the upper back of the wearer 
provides ready access to wearer on reaching back over his or her shoulders. 

Having now fully described the invention, it will be apparent to one of 
ordinary skill in the art that changes and modifications can be made thereto without 
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as set forth herein. Unless such 
changes and modifications depart from the scope of the invention, they should be 
construed as being included therein. It is intended, therefore, that the foregoing 
detailed description be understood from the following claims, including all 
equivalents, which are intended to define the scope of the invention. 



